CLASS:-11™ ACTIVITY WORK

e WHAT Do WE STUDY IN POLITICAL THEORY?

If we look around us what we see would be movement, development and
change. But if we look deeper we would also see certain values and principles
that have inspired people and guided policies. Ideals like democracy, freedom
or equality for instance. Different countries may try to protect such values by
enshrining them in their constitutions as is the case with the American and
Indian constitutions .

-These documents did not just emerge overnight; they are built upon the ideas
and principles debated almost since the time of Kautilya. Aristotle to Jean
Jacques Rousseau, Karl Marx, Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. As far
back as the fifth century B.C., Plato and Aristotle discussed with their students
whether monarchy or democracy was better. In modern times, Rousseau first
argued for freedom as a fundamental right of humankind. Karl Marx argued
that equality was as crucial as freedom. Closer home, Mahatma Gandhi
discussed the meaning of genuine freedom or swarqj in his book Hind Swarqj].
Dr. Ambedkar vigorously argued that the scheduled castes must be
considered a minority, and as such, must receive special protection. These
ideas find their place in the Indian Constitution; our Preamble enshrines
freedom and equality, the chapter on Rights in the Indian Constitution
abolishes untouchability in any form; Gandhian principles find a place in
Directive Principles.

e Write a short note on any of the political thinkers mentioned in the
paragraph [100 words]



