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Ch Geography as a Discipline
Read the following question and answer throughly and try to understand and Write down in your
H.W.Copy.
Questions in about 150 words:
Question 3(i).
You observe every day in your surroundings that there is variation in natural as well as cultural
phenomena. All the trees are not of the same variety. All the birds and animals you see, are
different. All these different elements are found on the earth. Can you now argue that geography is
the study of “areal differentiation”?
Answer:
We observe every day in our surroundings that there is variation in natural as well as cultural
phenomena. All the trees are not of the same variety. All the birds and animals we see, are
different. All these different elements are found on the earth. It is right to say that Geography is the
study of “areal differentiation” but it will be absolutely wrong to say that geography is the study of
only “areal differentiation.”
Geography as a discipline is related to space and takes note of spatial characteristics and
attributes. It studies the patterns of distribution, location and concentration of phenomena over
space and interprets them providing explanations for these patterns. It takes note of the
associations and inter- relationships between the phenomena over space and interprets them
providing explanations for these patterns. It also takes note of the associations and interrelationships between the phenomena resulting from the dynamic interaction between human
beings and their physical environment. Geography helps in understanding the reality in totality in
its spatial perspective. Geography, thus, not only takes note of the differences in the phenomena
from place to place but integrates them holistically which may be different at other places.

Question 3(ii).
You have already studied geography, history, civics and economics as parts of social studies.
Attempt an integration of these disciplines highlighting their interface.
Answer:
Geography is an integrated discipline.
1. Geography and History: The geographical factors have modified the course of history in

different parts of the world. Every geographical phenomenon undergoes change through time and
can be explained temporarily. The changes in landforms, climate, vegetation, economic activities,
occupations and cultural developments have followed a definite historical course.
2.Geography and Civics: The core concern of political science is territory, people and sovereignty
while political geography is also interested in the study of the state as a spatial unit as well as
people and their political behaviour.
3. Geography and Economics: Economics deals with basic attributes of the economy such as
production, distribution, exchange and consumption. Each of these attributes also has spatial
aspects and here comes the role of economic geography to study the spatial aspects of
production, distribution, exchange and consumption.
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