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Chapter Key Elements of Democracy
Read the following question and answer throughly and try to understand and Write down in your
H.W.Copy.

II.SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS
1. What are apartheid laws? [V. Imp.]
Ans. South Africa was earlier governed by apartheid laws. South African people were divided into
white, black, Indian and coloured races. According to apartheid laws, these races were not
allowed to mingle with each other, to live near each other or even to use common facilities.
2. What happened to Hector and his classmates? Why did it happen?
Ans: Hector and his classmates, because they were non-whites luring in one black township
named Soweto, were being forced to learn the language of whites i.e. Afrikaans. But they wanted
to learn their own language, zulu and joined the protest against learning the Afrikaans language in
school. The South African police beat up the protestors ruthlessly and shot at the crowd. One of
their bullets killed Hector.
3. Write a short note on ‘The African National Congress’. [Imp.]
Ans: The African National Congress, a group of people who led the struggle against the system of
apartheid. Dr. Nelson Mandela was their leader. The struggle got intensified under his leadership.
He fought the apartheid system for several years. Finally, the system was abolished in 1994 and
South Africa became a democratic country in which people of all races were considered equal.
4. How does the power of the government got limited?
Ans: The power of the government gets limited by regular elections. Elections are usually held
once in five years. Once elected, governments can stay in power only for that period. If they want
to continue to be in power then they have to re-elected by the people. This is a moment when
people can sense their power in a democracy.

5. When do conflicts occur? What happens afterwards?
[V. Imp.]
Ans: Conflicts occur when people of different cultures, religions, regions or economic background
do not get along with each other, or when some among them feel they are being discriminated
against. This leads to fear and tension among others living in an area.
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