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After the decline of the Gupta Empire, some smaller kingdoms arose in North and South India. Among
them, the prominent ones were the kingdom of Harsha in the North and that of the chalukyas in the
Deccan and Pallvas in South India.

HARSHAVARDHAN

The first ruler of Vardhana dynasty was Prabhakar Vardhana. His capital was Thaneshwar(Thanesar).
He was succeded by Rajyavardhana who was cunningly murderered by the ruler of Bengal Shashank.
After his death, at the age of 16 years, he ascended the throne in 606 AD and ruled till 647 AD.
Harshavardhan is often described as the last greatest Hindu emperor of northern India who expanded
his empire over the last region of Punjab, UP, Bengal, Bihar, Odisha & parts of the Himalyas in North
and upto Narmada river in the Deccan.

Sources

We get information about Harsha's reign from the account of Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang, who
visited India in the 7' century AD & stayed in the country for 15 years. His account shed light on
economic & social life of the period. Another important literary source is rhe biography of Harsha,
named Harshacharita, written by Banabhatta the court poet of Harsha.

Harsha's military Achievement

His rule began in 606 AD. Soon he shifted his capital from Thaneshwar to kannauj Which was situated
on an Elevated area and could be easily fortified. Harsha governed his empire in the same way as the
Guptas, except that his administration had become more decentralised. The political unification of a
large part of northern India was his greatest political achievement. For example, he gave land grants
to the priests & officers who were given the responsibility of managing them & collecting land
revenue.

Social Condition

From Hiuen Tsang's account of the social life of the people, we come to know that nobles and priests
led a luxurious life. Hiuen Tsang noticed that untouchability existed. They lived outside the villages
and ate garlic and onion. The untouchables would announce their entry into the town by shouting
loudly si that the other people might keep away from them.












