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BASED ON NCERT
Chapter 5
The Snake in the Mirror
continue.....
Read the story.
I felt then the great presence of the
creator of this world and this universe.
God was there.
Suppose I said something and he did not
like it. I tried in my imagination to write in
add bright letters outside my little heart
the words, 'O God'.
There was some pain in my left arm. It
was as if a thick leaden rod.. no, a rod
made of molten ﬁre.... was slowly but
powerfully crushing my arm. The arm was
beginning to be drained of all strength.
What could I do?
At my slightest movement the snake
would strike me! Death lurked four inches
away. Suppose it struck, what was the
medicine I had to take? There were no
medicines in the room. I was but
a poor, foolish and stupid doctor. I forgot

my danger and smiled feebly at myself.
It seemed as if God appreciated that. The
snake turned its head. It looked into the
mirror; and saw its reﬂection. I do not
claim that it was the ﬁrst snake that had
ever looked into a mirror.,
But it was certain that the snake was
looking into the mirror. Was it admiring its
own beauty? Was it trying to make an
important decision about growing a
moustache or using eye
shadow and mascara or wearing a
vermilion spot on its forehead?
I did not know anything for certain. What
sex was this snake,
was it male or female? I will never know;
for the snake unwound itself from my arm
and slowly slithered into my lap. From
there it crept onto the table and moved
towards the mirror. Perhaps it wanted to
enjoy its reﬂection at closer quarters.
I was no mere image cut in granite. I was
suddenlya man of ﬂesh and bood. Still
holding mv breath I got up from the chair.
I quietly went out through the door into
the veranda. From there I leapt into the
yard and ran for allI was worth.

Phew!' Each of us heaved a sigh of relhet.
All of us lit beedies. Somebody asked,
'Doctor, is vour wife very fat?
No the doctor said. 'God willed otherwise.
lite companion is a thin reedy person with
the gift of a sprinter.
Someone else asked, 'Doctor, when you
ran did the snake follow You ?
Now create 6 inside Questions and write
their answers

