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Ch.CLIMATE (Notes)

DIVERSITY OF CLIMATE

The climate of India has many regional variations expressed in the pattern of

1. winds,

2. temperature

3. rainfall,

4. rhythm of seasons

5. degree of wetness or dryness.

TEMPERATURE VARIATION

1. While in the summer the mercury occasionally touches 55°C in the western
Rajasthan, it drops down to as low as minus 45°C in winter around Leh.

2. Churu in Rajasthan may record a temperature of 50°C or more on a June day
while the mercury hardly touches 19°C in Tawang (Arunachal Pradesh) on the same
day.

3.0n a December night, temperature in Drass (Jammu and Kashmir) may drop down
to minus 45°C while Thiruvananthapuram or Chennai on the same night records
20°C or 22°C.

4. In Kerala and in the Andaman Islands, the difference between day and night
temperatures may be hardly seven or eight degree Celsius. But in the Thar desert, if
the day temperature is around 50°C, at night, it may drop down considerably up to
15°-20°C.

THE REGIONAL VARIATIONS IN PRECIPITATION .

1. While snowfall occurs in the Himalayas, it only rains over the rest of the country.
2. While Cherrapunji and Mawsynram the Khasi Hills of Meghalaya receive rainfall
over 1,080 cm in a year, Jaisalmer in Rajasthan rarely gets more than 9 cm of
rainfall during the same period.

3. Tura situated in the Garo Hills of Meghalaya may receive an amount of rainfall in a
single day which is equal to 10 years of rainfall at Jaisalmer.

4. While the annual precipitation is less than 10 cm in the northwest Himalayas and
the western deserts, it exceeds 400 cm in Meghalaya.

5. The Ganga delta and the coastal plains of Orissa are hit by strong rain-bearing
storms almost every third or fifth day in July and August while the Coromandal coast,
a thousand km to the south, goes generally dry during these months.

6. Most parts of the country get rainfall during June-September, but on the coastal
areas of Tamil Nadu, it rains in the beginning of the winter season
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